New Entries:  Learning by Writing and Drawing.  one

idea that i love and plan to use when I’m back in the classroom is having

kids keep a writing/sketch notebook.  besides this, i have used art

postcards to stimulate writing, I’ve used art transparencies to elicit

similes and metaphors, I’ve had kids draw comic strips of folktales and

other stories, have had them make poetry comics.  if you want more info from

the sessions at ncte, e-mail me off-list and I’ll talk about some of the

'invitations' they used.

mary

rasanen@worldnet.att.net

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

I've got some stuff on my website.  Go to www.gretchenle.com and click on 

<online units>. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

A great activity for Legos:

Put students into pairs (or one group of 3, if any students are left

over.)

Give each group the same number of Legos (usually about 20/30).

Have each group build something using all of the blocks.  (This is

important to make it fair and not so easy.)

Next, have them describe it and tell what it is.

Next, have them draw a diagram/outline, something, to tell how it is put

together.  Make sure they use colors, size, etc.

Pick up all the Legos and put them back in the box.

Pick up the diagrams (make sure names are on them).

The next day, the groups get back together and randomly choose a diagram

to follow.  Have them get the Legos they need and, following the

directions, put them back together the way the original group had them

the day before.

This is really fun!  It helps the students write directions and shows

them how important it is to put in all of the details.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Songs to teach literary elements:

>1.  Exposition:  Wake up Little Suzie

>2.  Setting:  Streets of Philadelphia (brotherly love)

>3.  Character:  Real Wild Thing

>4.  Point of View:  My Way

>5.  Irony:  Don't Take the Girl

>6.  Theme:  I Am a Rock

>

>Itsy Bitsy Spider teaches the universal story pattern.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

--when we look at abstract poetry, I use the works of Jacson Pollack, Andy

Warhol, etc for comparison and to make the point of seeing your own

intepretations in art.

--when reading and writing poetry, I play different types of classical music

to set moods and ask the students to mirror the moods in their writing.

Works well when you have a receptive class to different things.  My seventh

graders loved this!

--Before we start our drama unit, one of the vocabulary words the class

needs to understand is ALLUSION, and for average level ninth graders, this

is a big jump.  In an old E-Journal, I found a lesson that incorporates

Billy Joel's "We didn't start the fire" and the concept of ALLUSION; Lots of

fun!

Amy Weissenburger

9th Grade English teacher

Fort Meade, Maryland

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

I have done that as a 6th grade Middle School L.A. teacher. I had access to

some fine arts transparencies, which I occasionally put on the screen and

had students write responses to. Sometimes, I guided the response, as when I

asked them to consider tone, mood, setting, etc. I would help them see the

use of shadow, line, details, etc. as a way to consider more than the

obvious character or whatever prominent object. We would discuss expression

and gestures. Then I might ask the kids to consider the "Story" behind the

scene. I might ask questions that demanded an interpretation or a  "Why/

what if" type of thought.

Music was also nice to use. I'd play "Take Me Out to the Ballgame" on my

keyboard, and get the kids to sing along. It was a stretch for some of them,

but a short enough, familiar enough song to get at least some participation.

Then I'd launch into a few read alouds associated with baseball. I'd get a

volunteer or two to help me with the famous Abbot and Costello routine

"Who's on First?" and after we laughed a little and got into the mood, I'd

launch a unit on sports heroes who overcame the odds or played with such

integrity that they became more than famous. This had all kinds of tangents

that take much longer to elaborate on. 

But the main thing is that I saw fine arts as either very visual or aural

ways to capture my students' attention. I always tried to go beyond the

first sense with which they observed the art, and tried to help them see the

thinking behind it, the techniques of the artist, and/or the fact that it

invokes a response. Then I tried to get them to recognize that their own

writing or telling should likewise be done with an audience in mind. We read

with the understanding that there is a message to be conveyed, not just a

low level factual recall as the goal.

Joel Geary

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Amy have you ever read any of the literature surrounding M.I.T.'s Howard

Gardner's Multi-Intelligence Theory? There are many suggestions there.

You might find some info on google.com also.

All the arts might be questioned and taught using the ideas of subject, form

and point of view.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

I use art transparencies quite frequently.  Students make connections between the artwork and literary piece being studied.  The transparencies help create images of settings and extend the meanings of various works.  At times I'll use them after we've read the piece and students will contrast the visual image to their personal sensory image.  

Another strategy I employ is to use artwork as story starters.  A visual and thought-provoking questions are provided.  The rest is up to the student.  The latter was an activity that I utilized last year for National Boards, and I received a high score on the entry.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

"Drawing Their Own Conclusions" by Fran Claggett is a great book for helping 

students learn through visualization--producing their own art to clarify 

concepts and ideas in literature. I use it and ideas from it regularly for my 

high schoolers, but it's easily adaptable for any age group. 

Eileen Simmons

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Have a look at some of the stuff at www.gretchenle.com in the online units 

section.  I have tried very hard to integrate the arts into my units.  They 

are aimed at my middle schoolers, and so might not be what you are looking 

for.

Gretchen in San Jose

gretchenle@aol.com

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

I use fine art postcards collected over the years as writing prompts for

individual and collaborative fiction projects. In fact, I recently left

my job and frantically searched for my packet, to no avail. Since then I

have been actually mourning its loss, visualizing the collection every

day, and today it arrived in the mail. A former colleague had found it!

For perspective-taking and perception, I recently had 10th graders look,

for four-second increments, one of M.C. Escher's prints, "Sun and Moon."

It was a good jump-start for examining how others perceive things

differently, and for thinking (and arguing) about what is foreground and

what is background.

I've used music fairly often.

With college freshmen, I did a poetry unit. Students self-selected

lyrics and wrote about poetic elements. I modeled with some of my own

choices: Tori Amos, be-bop (to connect with a Langston Hughs poem), and

so on.

With high school kids, I've used music in a variety of ways.

Recently, studying _1984_, I used Sting's "Russians" (to explore the

concept of  different ideologies and the Cold War) and John Lennon's

"Mother" to connect with the main character's loss of family.

During SSR (sustained silent reading) I've played Mozart and R. Carlos

Nikai (Native American flute music).

I've played Pat Methany for creative writing students to stimulate

visualization based on the variety of tones and rhythms in his music.

The outcomes were poetry.

Amy Metnick

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

We have discussed simile, metaphor, and personification, defined the terms, 

written some, blah, blah...for the novel we're reading, I have a nifty 

handout where they look through the text and list six examples.  Then they go 

to the construction paper box, grab some paper and a glue stick and visually 

make one of the examples from their list.  They can not use scissors or 

rulers; they must rip the paper.

Last year a student made my joy was like sunshine through a burlap sack by 

starting with black paper as a back ground with a picture on the paper, then 

she wove strips of yellow into a loose basket and glued them so they were 

about two inches off the paper--3D.  It was great!  The students enjoy it.  

We post their art work on the board.

susan

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

My students paint in response to short stories--works especially well with 

the gothic period.  Also, I have them (in small groups) paint the plot of one 

story.  They enjoy working with the color; however, I've found that some 

struggle with the freedom that painting offers--they just want the 'right' 

answer.

For metaphor/simile I have students do rip art--making a picture without 

scissors, they must rip the paper. (see explanation above)

For A Separate Peace my students make stained glass windows with things that 

represent Finny--the character that dies.

Also, an idea from someone on the list--I have a project option to record a 

disc with music that the characters might have listened to during the course 

of the novel, play, etc.

hope this helps, susan

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Subject: Re: [ncte-middle] preposition flow

The students just put them in alphabetical order and sang away. It was

funny on the days they quizzed -- I could hear students humming all

around the room. 

We also did a neat thing with parts of speech called Noun Town and Verb

Suburb.  

1.  Students brainstorm all the types of places people can live.

2.  During art class each student made a different type of dwelling

from construction paper, magazines, etc. 

3. Staple those to a bulletin board.

4.  Label one side Noun Town and pave the streets of the town with

nouns.

5.  Label one side Verb Suburb and pave the streets with verbs.  (cut

them from headlines or write them)

6. Make Adjective Avenue in Noun town.

7.  Make Adverb Alley in Verb suburb. 

8. Finally you make Preposition Park.  Put up trees and then write

prepositions on birds. The students staple up the birds to fly over the

trees, under the tress, through the trees, etc. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

